
Spring 2011 

Volume 1, Issue 1 

The Imagination Library: Fostering the Love of Reading 

  The Imagination Library:  A Partnership of Three Organizations 

òI love my Imagination 

Library books!  My favorite 

is the Llama, Lama book. I 

still read it every day.ó  
 

This is a frequent exclama-
tion heard whenever the 
Imagination Library volun-
teers meet children.  They 
tell us about all the books 
they love to read and how 
much fun it was to get their 
free Imagination Library  
book mailed to them every 
month.         

                                                                                                 

Promoting this excitement 
and love of reading in pre-
school children is crucial to 
their later success in school 
and in their careers.  Stud-
ies show that the two things 
most associated with aca-
demic success are the num-
ber of books in the home 
and being read to as a child.  
By  helping us provide free, 
age-appropriate books to all 
registered Sullivan County 
children, you can have a 
significant effect on a childôs 
life. 

 Fast Facts  

All Sullivan County children  

between birth and five years 
of age are eligible to receive 
the free books, without re-
gard to family income.* 

* Includes all cities and towns 
within Sullivan County, as well. 

Almost 5,000 local children 

presently receive the free 
books each month. 

The cost of enrolling one 

child is $24 a year.  The Sul-
livan County Imagination 
Library organization pays 1/2 
of that cost.  The remaining 
1/2 of the cost per month is 
covered by matching funds 
from the Governorôs Books 
from Birth Foundation. 

In order to provide free 
books for 5,000 Sullivan 
County children each 
month, the Sull ivan 
County Imagination Li-
brary must raise $5,000 
per month.  That is only 

$1, per book!  

 

Sullivan County Imagination 

Library  

The Sullivan County Imagina-
tion  Library is the local affiliate 
of the Imagination Library.  We 
provide: all registration, fund-
raising, and publicity for the 
local organization. 

The SCIL is an all volun-

teer organization, with no 
paid staff.  98% of dona-
tions go for books, post-
age, and registration mate-
rials.   We are a  501C 3 
nonprofit, so all donations 

are tax deductible.    

Dollywood Foundation 

Dolly Parton started the Imagina-

tion Library  and the Dollywood 

Foundation. Her foundation pro-

vides the following: 

Has a  panel of child experts 

who choose the books 

Arranges for discounts with 

publishers 

Maintains the data base 

Mails the books each month 

Provides training and support 

for local organizations 

Governorôs Books from Birth 

Foundation  

The Governorôs Books from Birth 
Foundation was formed to bring the 
Imagination Library to all counties 
in the state of Tennessee. Pres-
ently it does the following: 

Works with the General Assem-

bly  to obtain funding for 1/2 of 
the cost of the books for Ten-
nessee children 

Finds large donors to help with 

local funding 

Provides public relations assis-

tance to local IL groups 

Whatõs inside the 

newsletter?  

 

Zaiah  shows off his favorite book   
The SCIL yearly budget  
for 2011 is $61, 625.  
 

At the present time, we 
have $27,983 in donations 

The mission of 

the              
Sullivan    

County          

Imagination  

Library            

is to develop 
the love of 

reading in all 

children in this 

county by pro-

viding an age -

appropriate 
book each 

month to every 

child from birth 

to five years.  

Our Mission  
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 Our 2011  

Goal  

   $61,625. 

 

Birth  to 5  
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We have a track record:  

How you can help:  

Over 300,000 books have 
been mailed to Sullivan 

County preschool children!  

 

In October of 2010, the Sulli-
van County Imagination Li-
brary achieved  a milestone. 
At a reception at the Renais-
sance Center in Kingsport, 
we celebrated our sixth birth-
day and the mailing of over 
300,000 books. 

Highlights of the SCIL cele-

bration:  

SCIL board member Richard 
Venable was the master of 
ceremonies.  We received 
congratulations from Sullivan 
County Mayor Steve Godsey.  

Brady Banks from the Gov-
ernorôs Books from Birth 
Foundation honored Jan 
Miles with a citation from the 
governorð honoring her 
many years of volunteer 
service to the SCIL. 

A special highlight was chil-
dren telling Jan Miles about 
their favorite Imagination 
Library books and mail car-
rier Joe Reece delivering the 
300,000th book to a child. 

 

See ñImagination Library 
Celebrates Milestoneò 

video at tricities.com.   

 

Write a check to the Sulli-
van County Imagination 

Library. Mail to              

    149 Pactolus Road                   

    Kingsport, TN 37663.   

     Or use the enclosed self -               

addressed envelope.  

Make a monthly or yearly 

pledge.  

Ask the SCIL to do a 
presentation for a civic 
organization.  Call Rhoda 

Bliese at (423) 247-2984. 

Use your credit card to 

donate at  

www.governorsfoundation.org 

Choose ñSullivan County ò 
from the drop-down list. 

 

Give a donation in 
honor of or in memory 
of someone.  An ac-
knowledgment card will 
be sent to the honoree or 
the family of the de-
ceased.   

Registering children:  Our primary goal  

online.  Thanks to all of 

them!  

4. The SCIL attends many 

events for children in the 
area.  Our volunteers 
register children, give 
information about the 
Imagination Library, and 
provide games or activi-
ties for the children.  We 
h a d  i n f o r m a t i o n /
registration booths at 

over 11 events in 2010.  

There are four ways that the 
Sullivan County Imagina-
tion Library registers chil-
dren to receive the free 

books:  

1. Mail -in registration bro-
chures are available at 
all the Sullivan County 
Libraries, as well as at 
the Kingsport and    

Bristol public libraries.  

 

 

2. Parents may register  a 
children online at the 
official Imagination     

Library website:  

www.imaginationlibrary.

com  

3. Numerous participating 
agencies and offices 
have brochures avail-
able, or they help par-
ents register children 

Mail carrier Joe Reece      
presenting the 300,000th 
book to Cooper  
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ñI have the best job 
on Earth.  Every 
month, little children 
run out to greet me, 
wanting their new 
Imagination Library 
book.ò 
 
Mail Carrier Joe Reece  

Cadence  tells Jan Miles 
about her favorite book 

Samuel  loves The Little En-

gine that Could  

Volunteer with the SCIL  

Because we are an all-
volunteer organization, we 
would appreciate your time 
and your skills.  Contact us to 
find out more:  

E-mail:   

scimaginationlibrary@yahoo.com  

Website: 

Click the ñVolunteer Infoò link  
at our website: 

www.scimagninationlibrary.org 

Telephone:  (423) 239-1100 

Did you know? 

5,761 children have 

�³�J�U�D�G�X�D�W�H�G�´���I�U�R�P���W�K�H����
program  because 

they have reached five 

years old.  They are 

now attending school, 

better prepared be-

cause they were read 

to as preschoolers. 


